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Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Owing  to  the  exigencies  of  the  war,  and  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  all  Annual  Reports  of  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  are  to  be^ purely  interim  in  character  and  to  deal  only 
with  essential  and  urgent  matters  which  affected  the  public  health 
during  the  year, 

STATISTICS. 

Statistics  for  the  period  were  confused  by  the  ebb  and  flow 
of  evacuee  and  other  population  according  to  the  circumstances 
arising  at  various  times  through  v/ar  -and  A.R.P.  measures.  Thus 
we  have  the  following  figures 

(a)  Resident  population  (Registmr  General’ 

• estimate)  mid-1939, 

(b)  Average  population  appropriate  t( 

calculation  of  Death  Rates 

Live  Births . 

(a)  Figures  for  calculating  Birth  Rates 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

(b)  Figures  for  calculating  Infantile 

Mortality  Rate. 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

This  gives  a Birth  Rate  of  14.5  per  1,000  mid-year  resident  pop- 
ulation, (The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  15.0). 
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This  gives-'-a.:Still  Binth  Rate  of  23, 9 per  T, O'OO  totraX'  (live  and' 
still)"  births.'  * : 


Deaths 


Total.  Male, Female. 
"310  163  147  , 


This  gives  a Death  Rate  of  12.1  per  1,000  mid-year  estimated 
average  population  (The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  12 


1) 


Death  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Puerperal  Sepsis. 

Other  puerperal  causes 

Total 


Deaths.  Rate  per  1,000  total 

(Live  and  Still )Births . 
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10.4 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Ligitimate .. 

live  births. 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegi- 
timate live- births. 


35.4(Eng.Sc  Vifales 
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33,9 

71.4 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years 

of  age ) 


51 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 
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Infectious  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis). 
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During  the  year  there  was  an  enhanced  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever 
hut  not  amounting  to  an  epidemic. 

The  enteric  cases  occurred  among  the  inmates  of  a Mental  Hosp- 
ital, and  v^as  confined  to  this  closed  community,  without  any  fatality. 
The  single  enteric  death  was  in  one  case  where  infection  occured 
outv\?ith  this  area. 

The  advent  of  evacuees  from  Urban  areas  did  not,  as  was  feared, 
result  in  epidemics  of  dangerous  character.  The  only  notable  result 
was  a sharp  rise  in  the  incidence  of  chickenpox  and  whooping  cough 
(which  latter  disease  did  not  become  notifiable  until  October  1939). 

One  case  of  anterior  poliomyelitis  (infantile  paralysis) 
occurred  in  a mixed  group  of  local  and  evacuee  children.  No  further 
cases  resulted.  ' 


TUBERCULOSIS . An  analysis  of  the  age-group  incidence  of  Tubercu- 
losis {new  cases)  and  of  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  is  as.  under 
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One  of  the  above  cases  was  notifiec 

a.  after  deatl 

1,  giving  a ratio 

of  1 to  12  of  the  total  deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 


During  the  year  there  were  9 names  removed  from  the  Tuberculosis 
Register,  for  the  reasons  noted  - 

Pulmonary.  Non-pulmonary . Total 


M.  F. 

Diagnosis  not  established. 

Removed  to  other  districts.  1 2 

Cured.  - 2 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis  coming 
into  the  area  from  other  district. 2 2 
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All  other  matters.  Housing  etc.  are  being  held  over  for  a Survey 
Report  to  be  rendered  after  the  war,  to  cover  the  whole  war  period. 

CHARLES  M.  V/HITEFORD. 


Me  dica^^££ic^ 


of  Health. 


